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CHAPTER VI.

MISCELLANEOUS SECTS.

Sanrapatas. These are Hindus who regard Surya (the
sun) as the supreme deity. Nowadays they are few,
though at one time they were more numerous. On
Sundays, and on the days when the sun passes from one
zodiacal sign to another, they eat but one meal, and that
without salt. They never eat until they have seen the
sun.

Ganapatyas are those who regard Ganesa as the
supreme. All Hindus worship Ganesa, along with other
deities ; but there are a few who place him as head over
all, and direct their worship almost exclusively to him.
It is difficult to see why this should be done ; for
although he is regarded as the god of wisdom, he is not
credited with many marvellous works.

Sikhs. The religion of the Sikhs is an offshoot from
Hinduism. The word Sikh is a corruption of the word
Sishya, meaning a disciple. The founder of the religion
was Nanak, who was born at Lahore in the year 1469,
to whom succeeded nine Pontiffs, of whom Govinda
was the most influential. The aim of Nanak was to
lead Hindus and Mussulmans to recognize what was
essential in the religion of eanch, and to treat with
indifference non-essentials. He recognized the divinity
of the Hindu deities, and acknowledged the inspiration